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THE WESTERN SERVICES OF STEPHEN WATTS
KEARNY, 1815-18.48
By *MENDELL LEE TAYLOR

TEPHEN WATTS KEARNY, the fifteenth child of Phillip and

S. Susannah Kearny, was born at Newark, New Jersey,

August 30, 1794. He lived in New Jersey until he matriculated in Columbia University in 1809. While here the national crisis of 1812 brought his natural aptitudes to the
forefront. When a call· for volunteers was made for the
War of 1812, Kearny enlisted, even though he was only a
few weeks away from a Bachelor of Arts degree. In the
early part of the war he was captured at the battle of
Queenstown. But an exchange of prisoners soon brought
him to Boston. Later, for gallantry at Queenstown, he
received a captaincy on April 1, 1813.
After the Treaty of Ghent the army staff was cut' as
much as possible. Kearny survived this reduction and was
given a choice of being stationed in the Eastor of becoming
a pioneer in exploration and construction work on the
western frontier. This western life would .include Indian
fighting, living either in the saddle or in crude barracks,
'suffering privations and exposures of every type. In spite
Of these uninviting prospects, Kearny elected to become a
man of the West. His interest in the West became even
more manifest when he married Mary Radford, the stepdaughter of the famous General William Clark of St. Louis.
• Mendell Lee Taylor is a member of the department of history, Nazarene Theelogieal Seminary, Kansas City, Mo. His doctoral dissertation is The West...... SenneBS
0/ Stephe. W..tt. Ke..""", 1815-181>8, University of Oklahoma, 1944, me.
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Between 1815 and the end of his life in 1848, Kearny remained almost constantly associated with the West.
Now began his interesting services to the West--divided into three periods-in exploration, in the building
of forts, and in leading the Army of the West. Kearny was
connected with four important western exploring expeditions. The first was in 1820 when he was· assigned the task
of laying out a military road between the upper Missouri
and Mississippi rivers. This was the first overland route
of white persons between the upper regions of the two
rivers, and it marked the opening stage of the military
occupation of the Northwest. A day-by-day journal of
this expedition was compiled by Kearny, and recently has
been edited and printed by Valentine Mott Porter.
The party consisted of Lieutenant-Colonel Willoughby
Morgan, Captains Kearny and M. J. Magee, Lieutenants
Joseph Pentland and Andrew Talcott, fifteen soldiers, four
servants, and an Indian guide and his wife and papoose (an
infant of four months). On July 2, 1820, they departed
from Council Bluffs. After three weeks of continuous
travel, everyone had reached the point of exhaustion. But
on July 21, they were given new courage by seeing from a
high ridge the Mississippi River. The weary party reached
Fort Snelling at the confluence of the St. Peters and the
Mississippi on July 25, and were cordially greeted by Colonel
Henry Leavenworth.
During the next few days, Kearny accompanied several
exploring· parties into the surrounding country. One trip
was to the Falls of St. Anthony, and another was to a point
of land at the mouth of the St. Peters River, where the
building of permanent barracks was planned. The return
trip was made down the Mississippi, the small company
reaching St. Louis on August 18, having traveled on the
average twenty miles per day. The total distance traveled
by land was 450 miles and by water 900 miles. Kearny
reported three_results_ from-.thisexpedition: first, the protection of northwestern frontiersmen against Indian attacks
was assured; second, the fur trade was expanded; and third,
the influence of British traders with the. Indians was checked.
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The second expedition was in 1825. Kearny with four
companies under his command was invited to accompany
General Henry Atkinson on his famous Rocky Mountain
expedition. Benjamin O'Fallon, United States Agent of
Indian Affairs, also went with the explorers to conclude
treaties with Indian tribes which might be encountered on
the trip. The full complement of troops for the journey
numbered 476 men. A detachment of this group under
Atkinson ascended the Missouri as far as one hundred and
twenty miles above the mouth of the Yellowstone River,
which was approximately 2,000 miles from St. Louis. The
expedition ended on September 19, 1825; during the period
of travel twelve treaties had been concluded with the various
tribes along the way.
The third expedition was to the country of the Pawnee
Picts in 1834. The first assignment of the newly organized
Regiment of First Dragoons was to make this trip into the
wildest part of the Indian country, near the present site of
Fort Sill, Oklahoma. And since Kearny was second to
Colonel Henry Dodge in command of the Second Dragoons,
he was in part responsible for the success of the whole
expedition..
On June 15, 1834, Dodge ordered the Dragoons to move
out from Fort Gibson, and in the latter part of July the
Pawnee Picts' country was reached. Included in the party
wa,"l George Catlin, the famous Indian portrait painter, who
had been given permission by the Secretary of War to accompany the column. After a conference, at which the
Indians were assured of the white man's friendship and
protection, Dodge persuaded the chiefs to return with him
to Fort Gibson for a friendly visit. The return march
started on July 25, and along the way chiefs_fl'omvarious
tribes joined the column.
The campaign met with near-disaster. General Leavenworth and a large number of his officers and men died
from malaria fever and other causes. Even the survivors
who returned to Fort Gibson were half naked and emaciated
with nothing to identify them as the smartly dressed
troopers who had left the post two months before. But
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the expedition was considered a success, since the three day
conference with the chiefs of the Pawnee Picts, Kiowas,
Osages, and Delawares paved the way for agreements and
treaties essential to the ultimate occupation of a great part
of this country by immigrant Indians.
The fourth and most important of Kearny's expeditions
was to South Pass, Wyoming, in 1845. In making this
expedition he had recognized the need of employing troops
on the trails traveled by Oregon emigrants and Santa Fe
traders. This would impress upon the Indians the necessity
of refraining from attacking all whites moving across the
prairies. Accordingly, he organized a force of five companies of fifty Dragoons each. He left Fort Leavenworth,
May 18, 1845, and by ..Tune 14 reached Fort Platte, at the
mouth of the Laramie River, about one mile north of Fort
Laramie, a rival fur-trading station. The operators of the
two posts extended a welcome to Kearny's command. Later,
on June 30, Kearny's party, after an almost imperceptible
ascent of two miles, arrived at South Pass.
The next day the return trip began. A southward
route towards the Santa Fe trail via Bent's Fort was taken.
Three shots from the post's swivel gun sounded a noisy
salute to the regiment, and the proprietors, Charles Bent
and Ceran St. Vrain, extended a hospitable welcome to
Kearny and his men.
The marchers arrived at Fort Leavenworth on August
24, 1845, having traveled on the expedition 2200 miles.
Kearny's report to the government as to this trip vitally
affected the development of this northwestern area.
. During the period of this phase of frontier service,
Kearny had not only led in important explorations, but he
had also supervised the erection of five forts. The first
post was erected at Jefferson Barracks, St. Louis, in 1826.
The need for an infantry practice school in the west had
become apparent, and orders for its erection went out on
March 4, 1826-. Ground-work was started on July 10 by
the four companies serving under Kearny, who continued
at this task for the next fifteen months, during which
time most of the buildings were completed. When finished,
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the camp was named Jefferson Barracks in honor of
Thomas Jefferson, who had just died. This new garrison
became the regional depot and figured in most of the
frontier events.
The second fort Kearny built was Fort Crawford, Wisconsin, in 1829. During the winter of 1828, he had received
instructions to tear down the dilapidated barracks at Fort
Crawford and construct new ones. Early in the spring of
1829 he examined the surrounding country for a better site.
The location chosen comprised some two hundred acres
extending from the Mississippi on the west to the bluffs
in the rear of the Prairie du Chien. Here the construction
of barracks was presently begun. After a year's labor at
this new Fort Crawford, a commodious stone and log
structure was completed. This new fort had a vital part
in protecting the northwestern frontier.
The third fort which Kearny built was Fort Towson,
Oklahoma, in 1831. In the spring of 1831, he received
final instructions to establish a new garrison near the confluence of the Kiamichi and Red rivers. By April 26, 1831,
he had arrived at a landing on the Red River near the
mouth of the Kiamichi, and had immediately proceeded to
search for a site. He finally decided to build on the spot
where Cantonment Towson formerly stood. PlanS' for the
fort included a series of buildings enclosing an area with
the outer dimensions of 302 by 256 feet. Presently troops
occupied the new quarters, and in November, 1831, the
post was christened Fort Towson. It rapidly developed
into an important center from which patrols of the Indian
country operated.
Kearny's fourth post was Fort Des Moines, No.1,
Iowa, in 1834. His command arrived at the Des Moines
River, where a new fort was to be erected, in September
of 1834. But he was· preceded by Quartermaster George
H. Crossman, who was to perform the preliminary task of
barrack construction. Upon arriving, Kearny found that
Crossman had done little. The quarters for officers and
soldiers were hardly started, and not a log was yet laid for
stables. But by employing all his available force, Kearny

"
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completed the structures by November. Secretary of War
Cass designated the new barracks as Fort Des Moines.
The War Department named Kearny's fifth fort Camp
Kearny. It was located in Iowa near the place where the
Sioux hunting parties often committed offences against
the recently settled Potawatomi, Chippewa, and Ottawa
Indians. To quiet all apprehensions, Kearny's Dragoons
erected a blockhouse and set up barracks in the danger zone,
completing their work in the spring of 1838. In May,
Father de Smet, the famous Jesuit missionary, arrived
among the Potawatomies, and Kearny donated to him the
log structure for a mission station.
As excellent as was this second phase of Kearny's contributions to the West in the building of frontier forts, his
most distinguished service was to command the Army of
the West during the Mexican War. On May 13, 1846, he
was officially informed that he had been appointed commander of an expedition against the capital of New Mexico.
That part of the army which marched with Kearny was
composed of five veteran companies from the First Dragoon
Regiment and several volunteer companies from Missouri.
This latter group was organized into four units: namely,
the First Regiment of Missouri Mounted Volunteers; the
Battalion of Light Artillery; the Battalion of Infantry; and
the Laclede Rangers. By June 18, 1846, the First Regiment of Missouri Mounted Volunteers had its eight companies mustered into service at Fort Leavenworth. According to the regulations for volunteer corps, each unit was
allowed to elect its own field officers as well as company
officers.
The two leading candidates for Colonel of this regiment
were John W. Price of Howard county and A. W. Doniphan
of Clay county. Although he was only a private in his company, the latter had been an eminent lawyer and distinguished soldier, serving as brigadier-general in the campaign of 1838-againstthe Mormons. To choose a~-colonel;
the volunteers formed a line behind the man of their
choice. The longest line was behind Doniphan and he was
declared elected. Other important officers of the Regiment
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were C. F. Ruff, Lieutenant-Colonel, and William Gilpin,
Major.
The second group of Missouri volunteers, composed
of two companies, was known as the Battalion of Light
Artillery whiGh, by the middle of June, was mustered into
service at Fort Leavenworth. The two companies were
formed into a battalion and M. L. Clark was chosen as
its Major.
The third group of Missouri volunteers was a Battalion
of Infantry. Those elected to command the companies
were Captains W. Z. Angney and W. S. Murphy. But since
the two companies operated separately, a battalion was
never organized. Kearny was surprised to find even two
companies of infantry willing to make the long journey
to New Mexico.
The fourth Missouri volunteer organization was the
company of Laclede Mounted Rangers under the command
of Captain T. B. Hudson.
The above four Missouri units, plus the five companies
of Dragoons, made a total of approximately 1,600 men composing the original Army of the West to march under the
immediate command of Kearny. Soon thereafter, however,
four other units were created to help occupy the conquered
territory, including: (1) the Mormon Battalion; (2) the
Second Regiment of Missouri Mounted Volunteers; (3) the
Battalion of Missouri Mounted Volunteers; and (4) the
Regiment of New York Volunteers. These organizations,
although not among the initial invaders, were a part of the
Army of the West.
In relation to the Mormons, Kearny had received information that a large body of Mormons was desirous of emigrating to and settling in California. He decided to ask
them for a battalion to supplement his command. He told
them that those companies which marched to California
could form the advance guard of migrating Mormons and
could spy out the land at'the expense of the government.
Also, in addition to their pay, they would be permitted to
retain their guns and accoutrements as private property
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when their term of service had expired. Captain James
Allen was given the assignment of raising this battalion.
The second addition to the Army of the West was the
Second Regiment of Missouri Mounted Volunteers. By
August 1, the regiment was mustered into service at Fort
Leavenworth, and twelve days later the election of officers
was held. Sterling Price was chosen as Colonel, D. D.
Mitchell as Lieutenant-Colonel, and B. G. Edmonson as
Major.
The third accession was the Battalion of Missouri
Mounted Volunteers composed of four companies, of which
David Willock was commanding officer.
The fourth addition was the First Regiment of New
York Volunteers. When the War Department decided that
the Army of the West should have the Pacific coast as its
destination, it became apparent that one regiment of troops
should go by water to this theatre of War. New York was
asked to furnish this regiment. By August 1, all companies
had arrived at Governor's Island, and the election of the
regiment's field officers was held-J. D. Stevenson as Colonel, Henry S. Burton as Lieutenant-Colonel, James A.
Hardie as Major.
While the original units of the Army of the West were
still coming into Fort Leavenworth, Kearny gave attention
to organizing the field and staff officers and other assistants.
The first officer he chose among these was Lieutenant A. R.
Johnston as Adjutant, who kept a complete diary of the
activities of the Army of the West. Even today his day-byday account is a valuable source of information on Kearny's
movements. Thomas Fitzpatrick was to serve as guide for
the expedition. He had become famous as a mountaineer
and was familiar with the West. Surgeon S. G. DeCamp
was to head the medical corps; Major Thomas Swords was
Quartermaster; Lieutenant W. N. Grier was head of the
commissary; and Lieutenant John Love had charge of
Ordnance.
The official roster was completed when Lieutenants
W. H. Emory,W. H. Warner, W. J. Abert, and W. G. Peck,
Field and Topographical Engineers, arrived at Fort Leav-
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enworth. They kept a detailed record of travel, adventures,
of the region's flora and fauna, and of its altitude, longitude, and latitude. Their reports, too, became valuable
sources of information on the western country. Indeed,
Emory's Notes of a Military Reconnaissance . .. constitute a wealth of material about the entire journey from
Fort Leavenworth to California. Abert spent a year exploring New Mexico and his record of topography, geology, and
botany, has become invaluable. Moreover, these topographical engineers aided the expedition greatly.
Although the organization of the Army of the West was
completed, it did not operate as a unit until it reached
Mexican soil. Both troops and supplies were dispatched at
intervals. In order to provide a steady flow of provisions,
early in June Kearny started trains of supply-laden prairie
schooners for stations along the road to Bent's Fort.
The Army of the West, like its supply trains, left Fort
Leavenworth in separate sections. Two companies of Dragoons under Captains B. D. Moore and J. H. Burgwin were
the first troops to depart for the West. On June 5, 1846,
they were sent to intercept a quantity of arms and ammunition being transported to New Mexico by the trading
caravans of Armijo and Speyer. This process of dispatching troops continued until June 30, at which time Kearny
and his headquarters detachment departed for Santa Fe.
The line of march led through Creek No. 110 (so named
because of its distance from old Fort Osage) on July 6;
Council Grove, July 8; the banks of the Arkansas, July
14; Crossing of the Cimarron, July 21; and a camp within
ten miles of Bent's Fort, July 29. Kearny remained at this
place three days in making preparation to invade foreign
soil. Here all of the units of the Army of the West merged
together for the first time.
At the same time, Kearny prepared a proclamation to
the citizens of New Mexico urging them to accept peacefully
the American occupation of their country. Then he sent
two small parties into New Mexico with copies of his
proclamation. One under Eugene Leitensdorfer was sent
to Taos and the other under James Wiley Magoffin to Santa
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Fe. Both parties were to prepare the Mexicans for peaceful
American occupation.
By August 2, Kearny was ready to resume march.
Presently the American flag was visible floating from a
turret of Bent's Fort. Here Kearny left the soldiers who
were too ill to travel, then moved across the international
boundary into New Mexico.
On August 15, 1846, Kearny and his command arrived
at Las Vegas, the first Mexican town to be occupied. There
was no resistance on the part of the natives. In fact the
Mexican officials took part in the military ceremony which
placed the town under American control. After these officials had taken the oath of allegiance, they were allowed to
continue in their positions. On the same day the troops
arrived at Tecolate and the same ceremony of occupation
ensued. The reception was even more friendly here than at
Las Vegas. The next day, Kearny marched into San Miguel.
Again Kearny addressed the assembled people and allowed
the officials of the town to continue as usual. And finally,
in the afternoon of August 18, without the firing of a shot,
the American troops marched into Santa Fe, where Kearny
claimed the whole region for the American Union. That
night he slept in the Palace room which Governor Armijo
had recently occupied.
Up to this point, Kearny's accomplishment had been
spectacular. In fifty days his Army of the West had marched
from Fort Leavenworth to Santa Fe, a distance of 883 miles,
over solitudes and semi-arid wastes, and had subjugated,
without striking a blow, a province of one hundred thousand
people. He had immediately placed New Mexico under
military control, becoming thereby its first American military governor.
On August 19, 1846, Kearny assumed his duties as
military governor of New Mexico. Early in the morning
many citizens-of-Santa--Fegathered-on the plaza near the
Palace and Kearny addressed them. He informed them that
the Americans had come as friends to make them a part of
the Republic of the United States; that their property and
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religion would be respected; and that they should now consider themselves American citizens.
Presently Kearny instructed Lieutenant W. H. Emory
to select a site for a fort. The spot chosen was an eminence
overlooking the town. Construction began on August 23,
and in a short time an imposing structure arose. The
name given it by the War Department was Fort Marcy, in
honor of the Secretary of War.
In order to reconcile the southern portion of New
Mexico, Kearny decided to make an expedition into this
area. With a total of 765 men, the trip into the south was
started on September 2, and each village which the Americans passed through extended its hospitality. At Albuquerque, on September 5, Kearny and his staff visited
Senora Armijo, wife of the ex-governor, who greeted them
as friends. Two days later they marched into Tome, the
end of the journey. They started their return journey on
September 9 and arrived at Santa Fe five days later.
Kearny was ready to establish the civil government by
September 22. In this connection he issued the well known
"Kearny Code," a document dealing with every detail of
civil government. It contained a bill of rights guaranteeing
the principles of civil and religious liberty. Its regulations
were taken in part from the laws of Mexico with such modifications as our laws and constitution made necessary; in
part from the laws of the Missouri Territory; in part from
the laws of Texas; and the remainder from Livingston's
Code. Its compilation and organization was performed by
Colonel Doniphan and Private Willard P. Hall. The laws
were printed in both English and Spanish and became the
law for the territory of New Mexico for forty-five years.
In addition to instituting civil law, Kearny appointed
the following civil officers: Charles Bent, governor; Donaciano Vigil, secretary of the territory; Richard Dallam,
marshal; Francis P. Blair, United States district attorney;
Charles Blumner, treasurer; Eugene Leitensdorfer, auditor
of public accounts; J oab Houghton, Antonio Jose Otero,
and Charles Beaubien, judges of the superior court.
While the civil government was being formed, Kearny
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made plans to extend his conquest into California, the second objective of this expedition. And on September 25,
1846, he with five companies of Dragoons departed for the
Pacific.
During the march, on October 6, the California-bound
Dragoons met Lieutenant Kit Carson with a party of fifteen
men. Carson was carrying secret information from Americans in Monterey to army officials in Washington. He
reported that late in August Commodore Stockton, with
a naval force, and Lieutenant-Colonel John C. Fremont,
acting in concert, had conquered California; that in about
ten days they had completed their task and that now California was in their possession. Learning this, Kearny
ordered Carson to join his column as guide. He also
ordered two companies of Dragoons to return to Santa Fe.
By October 20, the column had arrived at the precipitous banks of the Gila River. Traveling conditions were
extremely unfavorable for a long stretch along the Gila.
The bed of the river where it was not covered with fragments of rocks was loose, resembling volcanic dust, in
which a mule would sometimes sink to its knees. After
leaving the soft path, the column started climbing rugged
basalt mountains. The ascents were steep, the footing
uncertain, and here and there a dangerous precipice lay
only one step off the dim path. The steep ascents and
descents caused the packs to shift on the animals, cutting
them dreadfully. After a month of travel under these conditions camp was pitched at the confluence of the Gila and
the Colorado.
The ninety miles of travel west of the Colorado proved
to be the most difficult of all. The desert region took the
lives of many animals and was trying on the troops. There
was no relief from thirst and from fear that the next mile
would be the last one. But the column luxuriously refreshed
itself when Carrizo Creek was reached, on November 29.
After inspecting his men at this point, Kearny observed:
"Poor fellows! they were well nigh naked-some of them
barefoot, a sorry looking set. But in those swarthy sunburnt faces, a lover of his country will see no signs of
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quailing. They will be ready for their hour when it comes."
The revived Dragoons continued their march without contacting the enemy until they reached San Pasqual, thirty
miles out of San Diego.
The outcome of the battle of San Pasqual, which was
fought on December 6, 1846, has become controversial.
Some writers believe that Kearny was unjustified in engaging the Californians; others charge him with a serious
defeat, which could have been avoided; others insist that
Kit Carson saved the Americans. But all reliable accounts
show that at the end of the ·fight, Kearny's forces were in
possession of the field which the enemy had occupied at
the beginning of the battle; that the Californians did not
attempt to counter attack to regain lost territory; that
when they endeavored to block the way to San Diego, two
days after San Pasqual, they were forced to flee before the
advancing Americans; and that Kearny ordered his men
to cut their way through to San Diego before knowing
whether his messengers had reached Commodore Stockton
at San Diego or not. In addition to these facts, it should
be remembered that the President and Senate breveted
Kearny a Major-General for his gallantry at San Pasqua!.
When Kearny arrived in San Diego, he learned that
Stockton was calling himself Governor and Commander-inChief in California; that Lieutenant-Colonel Fremont was
on hjs way from Monterey to San Diego, expecting to
meet the enemy's strongest forces in the neighborhood of
Los Angeles; and that the Californians had recaptured
some of the key cities after the Bear Flag Republic had been
formed. Upon receiving this information, Kearny suggested to Stockton that they make an expedition northward
to meet Fremont and that the group which made contact
with the enemy first would try to force his surrender. This
suggestion was followed and on the morning of December
29, 1846, the American forces marched out of San Diego,
about six hundred strong. From all evidence the column
marched under the command of Kearny.
The Americans moved northward until January 8,
1847, when about five hundred Mexicans were sighted at the
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Paso de Bartolo, on the San Gabriel River. Quickly the
Americans organized for battle and advanced straight
towards the enemy. Then the' Californians broke into
retreat. The next morning the Americans set out for Los
Angeles, ten miles away. The road lay across the "Mesa,"
a wide plain between the San Gabriel and San Fernando
rivers. After a march of six miles, the Californians were
seen again a little to the right, occupying a high ridge. And
again they withdrew. Then on the morning of January 10,
the Americans marched into Los Angeles unopposed.
Kearny and Stockton remained in Los Angeles to await
the arrival of Fremont. The latter reached the city on
January 14 and paraded his battalion through the streets.
He also produced a copy of the armistice which he had
drawn up with the Californians whom Kearny had defeated
five days before. This document had been signed on J anuary 12 at San Fernando. A short time later, the three
officers, each of whom had so materially contributed to
California's conquest, began quarreling among themselves,
a quarrel soon to become one of the bitterest of early
American history.
Kearny produced evidence that he had been instructed
by the Secretary of War to conquer California, to serve as
military governor, and to command all troops in this region.
But Stockton and Fremont contended that these instructions
were void, since the government's desires had already been
accomplished before Kearny arrived. The latter could not
hope to carry out his instructions by force since he had only
a small force of Dragoons. Nevertheless, he was expecting
the arrival of the Mormon battalion and the First Regiment
of New York Volunteers at anytime. So he decided to
return to San Diego to await the arrival of these troops,
then force Stockton and Fremont to recognize his authority.
The Mormons did arrive at San Diego on January 29 and
the New York Volunteers reached Monterey a few days
later. In the meantime, Stockton was replaced by Comrnodore W. Branford Shubrick as commander of the Pacific
Squadron. But before departing from Los Angeles, Stockton had commissioned Fremont Governor and Commander-
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in-Chief of California and had appointed Colonel Russell
as Secretary of State. Stockton then reported to the Navy
Department that the civil government in this territory was
in successful operation.
When Shubrick arrived at Monterey, Kearny laid
before him the whole case and he immediately acknowledged
Kearny as governor and commander of the troops. Then
Kearny and Shubrick agreed to issue jointly a manifesto to
the people of California, announcing Kearny's governorship. Thereupon, on March 1, 1847, Kearny assumed
authority as military governor.
At this point he issued orders for Fremont to muster
his volunteers into the regular army of the United States
and to turn in all papers and documents which related to
Stockton's and Fremont's governments. Fremont refused
to do so. After a personal interview between Kearny and
Fremont, and an exchange of communications, the former
convinced Fremont that he had sufficient troops to force
him into submission, if the matter came to a showdown.
Under these conditions, Fremont submitted.
Presently, both Fremont and Kearny were ordered
back to the United States. On May 30, 1847, Kearny
appointed R. B. Mason as Governor of California, and the
next day he and his party, including Fremont, started
their return journey to the United States. After eleven
weeks of constant travel, the escort reached Fort Leavenworth where Kearny issued orders for Fremont's arrest.
From this post Kearny proceeded to Washington and
filed with the Secretary of War charges and specifications
against Fremont, including (1) mutiny, (2) disobedience
of the lawful command of his superior officer, and (3) conduct to the prejudice of good order and military discipline.
These charges were explained in a series of twenty-three
specifications. The Adjutant General arranged for a court
martial of thirteen members to convene at Fort Monroe,
Virginia, on November 2, 1847, to try Fremont.
The trial lasted approximately three months. The
complete record of the court proceedings as found in Sena,te
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Executive Document, No. 33, 30 Cong., 1 Sess. covers 447
printed pages. Fremont was found guilty of all charges
and specifications and was sentenced to be dismissed from
the service. But the court recommended leniency to President Polk who, in keeping with this recommendation, decided that since Fremont had rendered valuable service
to his country, he should be released from arrest, resume
his sword, and report for duty. Fremont would not accept
Polk's clemency and withdrew from the army. That Kearny
was justified in his position is proved by these facts: (1) he
alone had won in California's most serious battles; (2)
after February 9, 1847, his authority was properly recognized by naval officers; (3) from first to last his claims
had the support of the President and the War Department;
and (4) his authority was validated by the court };:n,ti,,1.
Kearny's final western service was as commander of
the Sixth Military Department with headquarters at Jefferson Barracks. He assumed duties here on July 30, 1848.
But in the interim between the trial of Fremont and
commanding the Department, he had served with the army
of occupation in Mexico. He had arrived in Vera Cruz on
April 7, 1848, and assumed command of the Military Department of Vera Cruz. Then he was transferred to Mexico
City and until the armistice between the United States and
Mexico, he served as Military and Civil Governor of Mexico
City. While in this tropical region he contracted a fever
from which he never recovered. Consequently his activities
after returning to the United States were very limited. In
fact, .a note attached to the regimental returns for September, 1848, from Jefferson Barracks, stated that Kearny was
dangerously ill and that the physicians despaired of his
recovery. His death occurred on October 31, 1848, in
St. Louis.

